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THE VOTERS’ COUNCIL: 


FOR 


PRINCIPLE—NOT PARTY. 


ORIGIN AND AIMS OF THE VOTERS’ 
COUNCIL. 

The Voters’ Council came into being on the closing 
of the long campaign for the real Representation of the 
People. The effect of such a consummation, coming as 
it did in the midst of the gravest possible crisis, was to 
emphasise certain lines of cleavage among the newly en- 
franchised electors, (as well as among those already en- 
franchised) on grounds long foreseen by many who had 
given their most ardent support to the campaign. 

The Voters’ Council aims at uniting in strongly organ- 
ised groups those people who hold :— 

(a) That Victory for the Allied Forces is the essential 
preliminary to the Peace and Freedom of Europe. 

(6) That measures are of greater importance than any 
questions relative to the position or precedence of the 
political parties. 

(c) That only by securing Equal Rights and Oppor- 
tunities for All can a sound structure of civic welfare 
be built up. 

(2) That such a structure must be based on the main- 
tenance of the widest possible basis of public liberty 
and individual rights rather than on increasing legislative 
coercion ; and that the rights of all subjects to equality 
of treatment and opportunity must be recognised. 
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The Voters’ Council, therefore, takes ‘its stand on 
the main principles of Victory, Public Freedom, Civic 
Education, and Equality before the Law. 

To give effect to these ideals, a programme embracing 
the various problems that the War, the Terms of Peace, 
and the Domestic Reorganisation of Society will present, 
has been drawn up. Its principle items are set forth 
below, | 


PROGRAMME OF THE VOTERS’ COUNGIL. 


1.—Equal Rights and opportunities for all, in the 
constitution, under the law, in education, in professional 
and industrial life; so that none be restricted in 
their progress by reason of sex, class, or birth. | 
2.—Maintenance and Protection of Public Liberty 
and Individual Rights; so that all enactments and 
regulations tending to restrict liberty of action, rendered 
necessary by the War, shall be removed and with- 
drawn at the earliest possible date, and that mnghts 
enjoyed without question by the public shall not be 
taken away by statutory enactment without proper cause 
and reason. 
(“The price of Liberty is Eternal Vigilance,” and 
it is obvious that it can only be partially secured by 
any generation for those succeeding it, Every successive 
age sees the hardwon battle fought over again under 
some new pretext or condition. Safeguards are difficult 
40 secure or even to devise ; they will nevertheless 
engage the earnest consideration of the Voters’ Council. 
It will also endeavour by every means to establish 
the new status of women citizens on a firm and just 
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footing, so that the grave social and moral evils incident 
on the inequality of the sexes as well as the classes 
may be combated and removed). 

3.—-The appointment of representative women to the 

Peace Council or Councils, so that : 

(a) The interests of the women as apart from those 
of the men be considered in the settlements which 
may be effected in regard to the small nations. 

(6) The release, restoration, and identification of all 
captive, sold, deported or detained women, and a 
declaration of the accountability of those who per- 
mitted, committed or incited to outrages against the 
usages of civilised nations be a preliminary to the 
establishment of peace. 

(c) The principle be established that al! customs— 
religious, domestic or social—based on the sale or 
barter for profit, or the disposal when a child, or in 
any way without the consent, of women and girls, 
shall be declared to be contrary to the usage of 
civilisation by international agreement; and shall be 
liable to be brought under the Anti-Slavery Acts if 
application by or on behalf of any such woman or 
girl be made. 

(2) The status of women citizens in a reorganised 
Furope be definitely established. 

[Britain put down negro slavery, no matter under what 
flag, by force on the high seas. Girls, however, may still 
be bought and sold in Eastern Europe. The trade—not 
necessarily for immoral purposes—is open and recognised 
in that part of the world. Girls are also disposed of in 
marriage as babies in India, by agreement under the 
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‘“‘lobolo” system in South Africa, and in a great variety 
of other ways. This is not called “slavery” by His 
Majesty’s Officials and Governors ; it masquerades as 
religious or social ‘‘custom.” No such customs would 
be tolerated in regard to boys or men. 

The Allied Governments spent much money on Com- 
missions to verify cases of outrage. Many men joined the 
Colours voluntarily because of these proven horrors. The 
Governments that deemed it right and wise that this 
knowledge should be spread cannot refuse to accept 
responsibility in the matter. If the captive Serbian women, 
soid by the thousand by public auction in Turkey, the 
deported French and Belgian women, the Armenian 
women, the women raided by the soldiery in the Black Sea 
district, be not restored before demobilisation, it will take 
years to trace them, to prove the cases, to get Courts to 
try them and witnesses to testify. The onus of restoration 
must be thrown on those who are proven guilty of these acts. 

The Voters’ Council calls the attention of readers 
to the fact that this Council is the only public body 
or political group which has taken thought to the practical 
rendering of assistance in these unhappy cases. In all the 
published ‘War Aims 
word has been said of what was to be done for the women 
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victims of the War; and those who were loudest in the 
cry of ‘ outrage” are most silent on this subject of restora- 
tion, compensation, and the machinery necessary for ie: 
and following up cases. 

The countries whose integrity has to be guaranteed by 
British blood and treasure, by the sacrifice of British lives, 
and the bereavement ot British homes, may well he asked 
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for a pledge on behalf of British women that, when and if 
their own women ask for freedom and full citizenship it 
shall be granted them without ill will or a prolonged 
struggle |. 
4.—Ton for ton restitution of destroyed merchantile 
shipping, and compensation for outrages committed on 
the High Seas. 
5.— Drastic revision of Naturalisation and Nationality 
laws. 
6.—The policy of punishing the agressors in the world 
war, by shutting them out from favourable trade con-, 
ditions for a specified period of years, which is in 
conformity with reason, justice and the ethical principles 
that govern the relations of civilised men to each other, 
not to be in any way allowed to be dragged in to the 
controversy on Free Trade or Tariff reform ; inasmuch 
as it should be carried out as a policy in itself, regard-4 
less of whether Free Trade or ‘Tariff Reform be decided 
on as the fiscal policy of these islands. 
7.—Improvement in the machinery of Government :— 

(a) Sane devolutionary scheme on the lines of the 
original Provincial Councils in South Africa, for Scot- 
land, Wales and Provincial England ; with an Imperial 
Parliament representing Great Britain and_ her 
Dominions and Dependencies; Ireland to have the 
same representation and privileges as the others and 
no more. 

(6) Abolition of the new and alien excrescence, 
‘Ministry ”, and establishment of Boards of Control, 
in accordance with our national usage; said Boards, 
however, no longer to consist of a Cabinet Minister 


“Gmmeen “¥ 
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and his permanent departmental staff; but to be 
chosen from members of parliament of all parties 
who may be conversant with the matter to be dealt 
with (Trade, Education, Agriculture, Industry, Public 
Health, Local Government, etc.), with representation 
for organised bodies of the outside public, employer 
and employed, on the same lines. 

(This would break the power of the permanent depart- 
mental officials, which has reached a degree dangerous to 
the welfare of the nation ; and bring the people themselves 
into the use and control of their own governing machinery). 

8.— Generous scheme of education, in which all classes 
would have equal access to elementary, secondary, 
and university education; with better payment for 
teachers of all grades, so as to attract the highest 
talent; and encouragement for all self educating bodies 
regardless of creed or politics. 

9.—Generous scheme of land settlement, if possible 
by consent and arrangement with present owners ; 
state assistance for all co-operative effort; guarantees 
for security of tenure and improvements; special 
attention to afforestation, utilisation of waste land, 
and reclamation of foreshore. 

40.—Linking up of railway, canal, and coast transport 
systems in a connected scheme, so as to further 
to the utmost, and foster and assist in every way the 
internal trade and agricultural development of the 
country, 

1i.—Encouragement of every form of co-operative and 
communal enterprise ; in the belief that this is a far 
better practice than the State management of public 
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services, which should be kept down to the minimum. 
‘‘Nationalisation”, and confiscaticn, with hordes of 
petty officials, is in the opinion of the Council, 
likely to lead in the future to the greatest evils of 
corruption, tyranny, and slackness of _ enterprise; 
whereas the co-operation of the people for the most 
profitable and friendly transaction of their own 
business is a principle from which every imaginable 
benefit, moral and material, may confidently be ex- 
pected. 

In international politics, the Voters’ Council will give 
its utmost support to the claims of ‘‘ Greater Serbia,” and 
demands complete restoration and such compensation as 
may be possible for Serbia, Belgium, Roumania, Poland 
and Armenia. 

Every effort will be made to prevent the needs of 
these unfortunate countries being made the pretext and 
the opportunity for exploitation of their rights and national 
resourses, by “rings,” ‘‘ combines,” concession hunters, 
and other profiteers; and all private enterprise aimed at 
taking over or developing mineral rights, forest nghts, land 
rights, water or transport rights, or other commercial 
propositions, will require the closest investigation and 
control. 

The policy of a League of Nations, so lightheartedly 
discussed in some quarters, would appear almost fantastic 
and Utopian, at a time when animosities have been roused 
and bitterness engendered on a scale never before known in 
in the history of the world. It should, however, be possible 
to prepare the way for some such compromise of interest in 
the future; and in the opinion of the Voters’ Council a 
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stronger and more stable basis than anything yet proposed 
would be the encouragement of the formation of powerful 
federations of self-governing states—Federation of the 
Balkan States, the Latin States, the Russian States, the 
German States, etc-—-which would make it a far more 
difficult and complicated business for any state within such 
Federation to declare or to provoke War. 

The practical difficulties of leaguing nations together 
under present conditions appear to have been insufficiently 
considered ; and the question of finance alone would be 
almost insuperable for years to come. Rash and crude 
expedients pressed forward by hasty enthusiasts will no 
more give the world security for peace than the multiplica- 
tion of ‘‘Ministries” will give efficiency of Government ; 
and the way to ensure ship-wreck for a great ideal is to 
assume that it can be easily attained. 


FURTHER AIMS OF THE VOTERS’ GOUNCIL. 


The Voters’ Council will give earnest support to all 
organisations already in existence which are working for : — 
1.—Improved administration of justice and the 
establishment of an equal moral standard for the sexes 
under the laws and in the Courts. 
2.—FProtection for payments, pensions and allowances 
to the men of His Majesty’s Forces, their families and 
dependents ; and for the claims of the men of the 
mercantile marine to equal treatment with the Navy if 
they have shared the peril and the national service ; and 
that no national economies be effected at the expense of 
these claims, which are a jst charge on the honour of 
the nation, 
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3 —State grants for impecunious widows with children, 
and increase of old age pensions. 

4.—State registration of nurses and improvement of 
status of nursing profession ; establishment of national 
maternity hospitals; sufficient provision of trained and 
competent district and maternity nurses for the care of 
people in their own homes; and complete provision 
for the medical care of children attending school. 

5-—Humane slaughtering of all animals, for food or 
because of disease or old age. 

6.— Prohibition of the sale of alcoholic drinks during 
demobilisation ; and Local Veto subsequently. 

7,—Drastic penalisation for the adulteration of food 
and drink, and sale of unfit food and drink and 
dangerous patent drugs. 

8.—Housing, town planning, artistic building, and 
protection of beauty areas for public recreation 

g.—The audit of all Party Funds; and a Press law 
which shall make it obligatory, when a person, movement 
or organisation is attacked, to give the same space and 
place for reply from the persons concerned. 

The Voters’ Council also advocates the reform and 
codification of the Criminal Laws, the Marriage and Divorce 
Laws, and the Shop and Trading Laws ; and the automatic 
revision of the Statute Book, whereby old and obsolete laws 
shall be repealed and laws which overlap or contradict each 
other be brought into line This will not only simplify 
legal procedure to an enormous extent, but it will save an 
immense amourt of private money and public time, and 
will avert many scandals which now disgrace the adminis- 
tration of justice and the procedure of the courts, 
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The Voters’ Council confidently puts forward this pro- 
gramme of War Aims, Peace Terms, and Civil Reorganisa- 
tion as one likely to attract thinking’ persons of all classes 
who desire to avoid extremes and deal with existing evils in 
a practical manner. 

CONSTITUTION OF THE VOTERS’ COUNCIL. 

The formation will include an English Council, a Scottish 
Council, a Welsh Council, and, if feasible, an Irish Council, 
with a Central Council on which the Chairman, Secretaries 
and Treasurers (Gen. or Hon.) and other essential office- 
bearers of the National Councils shall automatically take 
their places. 

‘here shall be a President and four Vice-Presidents, the 
latter to act as Chairman of each local or national Council. 

The Central Council shall consist of the Vice-Presidents 
and office-bearers as aforesaid, the President, Organising 
Secretaries, and other essential office-holders of the Central 
Council. 

The local or National Councils shal! have freedom to 
deal with their own conditions, to organise in the way 
judged most suitable by their office-bearers and members 
in conclave, to fix their own membership subscriptions, and 
to admit, refuse, or expel local members. 

The Central Council will hold not less than four meetings 
a year. It must be kept informed of the activities of the 
local Councils, must supply them if required with advice, 
information and assistance ; also with suggestions for activity. 
The local Councils must also inform each other of their 
activitiés and special work, and questions of political action 
or administration in public matters which create difficulty or 
call for protest, etc, 
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The name shall be the Voters’ Council. The local 
names shall be ‘“‘English Voters’ Council”; ‘' Scottish 
Voters’ Council” ; “ Welsh Voters’ Council” ; ‘‘ Irish Voters’ 
Council” ; ‘Central Voters’ Council.” 


CONSTITUTION FOR LOCAL VOTERS’ 
COUNGIE.. 


Membership shall be open to all persons over the age of 
18 who approve of the objects and programme of the 
Voters’ Council. 

The minimum annual subscription shall be ts. 

The Committee of Management shall be an Executive 
elected at the meetings of the Council consisting of 15 
members, of whom one shall be Vice-President and 
Chairman, two Deputy Chairmen, and one Secretary and 
one Treasurer. Nine shall form a quorum. 

The business year of the Council shall be from February 
to February. 

The Annual General Meeting of each Council shall be in 
the last week of February. 

The Executive shall have power to call Committee 
Meetings and to appoint Sub-Committees for organisation, 
finance and other purposes. Emergency meetings of the 
- Executive Committee may be called at the request of a 
member of the Executive if supported by two other 
Executive members, or by a member of the Council if 
supported by seven other members. 

None of the above rules shall be altered or added to save 
at the Annual Business Meeting of the Council. 
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English Centre : /Organising Secretary, 


Miss NINA BOYLE, 
- 20, Talbot House, 
St. Martin’s Lane, 
W: Chez: 


Scottish Centre : “Organising Secretary, 


Miss EUNICE G. MURRAY, 
103, Bath Street, 
Glasgow. 
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